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SECOND INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In accordance witin the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, applicants 
hereby submit a Search Report dated March 31, 2004, from the corresponding European 
application and copies of certain documents cited therein in conformance with the provisions 
of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98. Of the cited documents, it will be noted that all have been 
identified as being in the category of "A" (technological background) and that family 
members of certain of the documents or the documents themselves have already been 
made of record. In this latter regard, JP 6-135175 which is identified as corresponding to EP 
0595179 was cited in the Information Disclosure Statement August 28, 2002, and US 
2002/153253, which is identified as corresponding to EP 0960743 was cited by the Examiner 
in the Official Action dated February 7, 2003. In addition, this '743 EP document was cited 
by the Examiner in the Official Action dated October 23, 2003, and the abstract of JP 1 1- 
184074 was previously provided in the aforementioned Information Disclosure Statement 
and such documents are accordingly not being provided. 

To assist the Examiner, the submitted documents are listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be 
returned to the undersigned. 
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CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e) 
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 

Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 

office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 

statement. Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



By: fLi^/d , yTU^- 
Robert G. Mukai 
Registration No. 28,531 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 

Date: April 30. 2004 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO & 1449B/PT0 
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Complete if Known / ^ \ 


Application Number 


09/854,691 ^ 4£rp 


Filing Date 

2 


May 15. 2001 H ^ 3 Q t\ 


First Named Inventor 


Tadashi Endo et Mi 


Examiner Name 


BARBARA LEE GIL^I^^M_ ^ 


Sheet 


1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


029650-097 ^^^^km^ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Kind Code 
(if known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Issue/Publication Date 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 




4,502,925 
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Walls 


03-05-1985 

















































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Kind Code 
(if known) 


Country 


Date of Publication 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




0 595 179 


A1 


EP 


05-04-1 994 








0 701 908 


A2 


EP 


03-20-1 996 








0 816 118 


A1 


EP 


01-07-1998 









































































































NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL Lb I 1 bRS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 



























Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonmance with M.P.E.P, § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



